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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 
INCIDENT: On-Duty Hit Shooting, Suspect In-custody 
IAB FILE #: SH 2396335 
URN #: 016-03979-1366-053 
DAY/DATE/TIME: Saturday / February 20, 2016 / 2135 hours 
LOCATION: HE Gundry Avenue, Paramount 


SUMMARY 


On February 20, 2016, an Internal Affairs Bureau (IAB) team comprised of Lieutenant 
Albert Maldonado #4. Sergeants Benjamin Torres ЗИ. and Daniel Peacock 

responded to Lakewood Sheriff's Station regarding an on-duty deputy-involved 
hit shooting. The shooting resulted in the arrest of Suspect Deon Butler (hereafter 
referred to as Suspect Butler). On January 5, 2018, this case was reassigned to 
Sergeant Calvin Mah. 


IAB Lieutenant Maldonado confirmed the Paramount Service Area Lieutenant, 
Lieutenant [I ШШШ took reasonable steps to ensure the involved and 
witness personnel did not discuss the incident among themselves, or with uninvolved 
persons prior to being interviewed by the assigned investigators. In addition, IAB 
Lieutenant Maldonado confirmed the involved personnel gathered in the company of a 
supervisor until they provided a statement to the assigned investigators. 


Detective Sergeant Michael Rodriguez 20 Detective Angus Ferguson 

| from the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department Homicide Bureau, arrived 
and assumed control of the investigation. For further information regarding the 
investigation conducted by Homicide Bureau refer to the Homicide case book, under 
URN #016-03979-1366-053 [Exhibit A]. 


SYNOPSIS 

On Saturday, February 20, 2016, at approximately 2135 hours, Operations Safe Streets 
Bureau (OSS) Unit 130G7, Detectives I (driver) БЕНЕН 
(passenger , Curtis Brown (seated behind ) | and civilian ride-a- 
long, (seated behind ЕЕ were 


patrolling near Alondra Boulevard and Orange Avenue, in the City of Paramount. They 
were patrolling the area in a non-marked dark grey Crown Victoria. 
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The non-marked patrol vehicle was equipped with emergency lights (no spotlights) and 
sirens. The detectives were wearing Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department Class 
“А” uniforms. Civilian ride-a-long was wearing professional business attire 
consisting of a white button up shirt, blue slacks, black shoes, and black tactical vest 
embroidered with "ЕЕЕ. which stood for . Оџе to recent 
robberies in the City of Paramount the detectives and were conducting 


saturation patrol in the area. 


While driving north on Orange Avenue approaching Alondra Boulevard, Detectives 

таш and Brown noticed a gold Ford Taurus stopped at a turn signal on 
Alondra Boulevard. The Taurus proceeded to turn north at a high rate of speed onto 
Orange Avenue from Alondra Boulevard. Detective drove north on Orange 
Avenue in an attempt to contact the Taurus. Detectives and Brown estimated 
the Taurus’ speed to be approximately 45-55 miles per hour in a 35 miles per hour 
zone. The detectives also noticed the occupants of the Taurus weren't wearing their 
seatbelts. Although the windows of the Taurus were tinted, Detective [and 
were able to see inside. 


The occupants of the Taurus were later identified as Suspect Butler (driver), Suspect 
Reginald Dillard (front passenger), and Witness ЕЕЕ (rear passenger). The 
intentions of the detectives were to contact Suspect Butler and the occupants for 
violation of 22350 of the California Vehicle Code, speeding and 27315(d)(1) of the 
California Vehicle Code, basic seatbelt law. 


Suspect Butler proceeded to drive east on Myrrh Street and then north on Gundry 
Avenue. Once on Myrrh Street, Suspect Butler slowed the vehicle to approximately 5 
miles per hour. Suspect Butler made several veering moves in the Taurus, as if he was 
attempting to stop the vehicle on the right side of the roadway, but would veer back into 
the middle of the roadway. 


Detectives ИН | | and Brown described Suspect Butler's driving pattern as odd 
and confusing. They were unsure if Suspect Butler was going to pull over and stop, or if 
the occupants were going to exit the vehicle or discard contraband. The detectives 
were all assigned to the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department Gang Unit and were 
aware Gundry Avenue is the territory of Gundry Block Crips. Detectives described the 
area as a high crime area. Due to the erratic driving pattern Detective Ш activated 
the forward facing emergency lights and sirens. Suspect Butler did not yield and 
Detective followed Suspect Butler for another block and a half, simultaneously 
activating his air horn. While following the Taurus the detectives discussed their pull 
over and approach plan if the vehicle were to yield. Detective ШЕШЕ would contact the 
driver, Detective would contact the passenger, and Detective Brown would 
broadcast emergency radio transmission if needed. Witness [would stay in the 
vehicle. 


Suspect Butler veered the Taurus on Myrrh Street and Gundry Avenue approximatel 
four times and eventually pulled the Taurus (facing west) into the driveway of 
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Gundry Avenue. Suspect Butler was unable to drive further west into the property due 
toa which secured the property. The Taurus was parked partially on the sidewalk 
leading up the driveway and the rear of the vehicle was near the west curb line of 
Gundry Avenue. The driveway was illuminated with street lights, which were partially 
blocked by trees on the sidewalk. 


Detective [EJ parked behind the Taurus іп а northwest position with the front 
bumper of his Crown Victoria centered towards the corner of Taurus driver's side rear 
bumper. The positioning of the Crown Victoria allowed the Taurus to directly back up if 
needed. The Crown Victoria was parked approximately 20-25 feet behind the Taurus. 


Detectives immediately exited their vehicle and contacted the occupants of the Taurus. 
Detective ЕЕЕ негі toward the passenger side. Because the Taurus’ windows were 
tinted, Detective} positioned his body just past the passenger door. This allowed 
Detective Ш to look into the interior through the front windshield. Detective 
immediately saw Suspect Dillard manipulating a black semi-automatic handgun with his 
hands. Suspect Dillard along with Suspect Butler, looked toward Detective а: 
direction. Fearing for Detective Ш: life, Detective [immediately yelled “gun.” 


Simultaneously, Suspect Butler reversed the Taurus in a southeast direction. The 
Taurus pulled out of the driveway in a sweeping motion described as a backward “С” 
movement. To avoid being run over, Detective backed away from the Taurus, 
using both of his hands to push off the hood passenger side fender area. Detective 

was not able to get away from the path of the vehicle and was subsequently 
struck in his right shin by the Taurus’ front bumper. When the Taurus struck Detective 

it caused him to “almost trip,” as һе moved out of the way. Detective | ЕШ was 
able to distance himself from the Taurus as it stopped reversing and proceeded to drive 
north on Gundry Avenue. 


IAB Note: [Block of Gundry Avenue, Paramount measured 
approximately 40 Feet from the west curb to east curb 
[Exhibit B-1] and 30 feet across when measured between 
vehicles parked on the curb [Exhibit B-2]. The distance 
traveled from the Detectives initial observation to end of 
the incident has been documented as 890 yards. 
[Exhibit B-3] 


Detective Brown exited the vehicle simultaneously with Detectives | ШЕ and НЕН 
Due the angle in which the Taurus and Crown Victoria were parked, Detective Brown 
stated he had to walk wide in a northeast direction which placed him in the middle of 
Gundry Avenue. Detective Brown was able to observe Detective [iJ make contact 
with the passengers and Detective J make contact with the driver's side of the 
Taurus. Detective Brown stated upon contact with the occupants, the Taurus 
immediately reversed out of the driveway in a southeast direction, even though nothing 
prevented the vehicle from backing out of the driveway straight west to east. When the 
Taurus reversed, he heard Detective уе! “gun,” and saw Suspect Dillard raising а 
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black semi-automatic handgun toward him and Detective [ll Also as the Taurus 
reversed, Detective Brown saw Detective ШЕ get struck by the Taurus causing his 
body to land on the hood of the vehicle. Detective Brown saw Detective J push 
away from the vehicle to avoid being run over. Detective Brown stated the Taurus 
continued toward Detective as if it were going to run him over. Detective Brown 
believed Detective ЕЕ and his life were in danger when he saw Suspect 
Dillard possess a firearm and Suspect Butler driving the Taurus in a manner that could 
have ran Detective [lf over. Detective Brown fired his Department issued (Smith 
and Wesson 9mm M&P) weapon in the direction of Suspect Dillard and Suspect Butler. 
Detective Brown fired his gun as the Taurus reversed and when he was positioned 
approximately parallel to the passenger side door. Detective Brown shot toward 
Suspect Butler and Suspect Dillard through the front passenger side window/door. 
Detective Brown continued to fire his weapon until Suspect Butler stopped the vehicle 
and drove north on Gundry Avenue and no longer posed a threat to him or his partners. 
Detective Brown fired sixteen (16) rounds. 


Detective ШШШ stated after the Taurus pulled into the driveway on Gundry Avenue һе 
pulled the Crown Victoria angled north behind the Taurus. Detective IA said 
numerous vehicles were parked along Gundry Avenue preventing him from pulling the 
Crown Victoria directly behind the Taurus. As Detectives and Brown contacted 
the occupants on the passenger side of the Taurus, Detective approached the 
driver's side of the vehicle. Detective [J stated Suspect Butler reversed the Taurus 
instantaneously upon their contact. Due to the limited lighting in the area he illuminated 
the driver side of the Taurus with the flashlight mounted on his firearm. As Detective 
reached the driver side of the Taurus, he noticed Suspect Butler look in his 
direction. Suspect Butler then looked over his shoulder where Detectives ага 
Brown were standing and reversed the Taurus. Detective [I saw the front end of 
the Taurus swing toward Detectives land Brown. It appeared Detective 
was doing “push-ups” toward the front end of the Taurus to prevent from being ran over. 
Believing Detective [J and Detective Brown were about to be driven over, Detective 
fired his Department issued (Smith and Wesson 9mm M&P) weapon toward 
Suspect Butler. Detective ШЕШ fired twelve (12) rounds. 


As the Taurus reversed and Detective [J attempted to get out of it's path, Detectives 

and Brown shot toward Suspect Butler and Suspect Dillard, in an attempt to 
stop the threat. The Taurus eventually stopped reversing in a southeast direction and 
Suspect Butler drove north on Gundry Avenue. Suspect Butler crashed the Taurus 
head-on into a Tan Toyota Camry parked at the end of the cul-de-sac on Gundry 
Avenue. The force of the crash caused the tan Toyota Camry to move completely off 
the ground and land on a grass median which separated Somerset Boulevard and 
Gundry Avenue. After the Taurus came to rest, Suspect Dillard exited the front right 
passenger door and ran in a northwest direction on Somerset Boulevard and out of 
view. 


Пегесіме ШИ ran toward the Taurus on the east sidewalk of Gundry Avenue, 
Detective Brown ran toward the Taurus on the Gundry Avenue alongside the vehicles 
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parked on the east curb line. Detective returned to his vehicle and drove north 
on Gundry Avenue toward the Taurus. Crime Analyst was seated іп the 
Crown Victoria during the entire incident. Once Detective апа Brown arrived at 
the dead end of the cul-de-sac, they positioned themselves near Detective Es 
Crown Victoria. Detectives ШЕН and Brown ordered the suspects to exit the 
vehicle with their hands visible. 


Suspect Butler exited the driver's side of the vehicle and immediately fell on the ground. 
Suspect Butler told detectives he was injured by a gun shot. Detective Brown 
immediately requested medical rescue personnel to respond via his hand held radio. 
Suspect Butler was ordered to remain on the ground and he complied. Witness 
exited the driver's side rear passenger door. Witnes: began yelling profanities at 
the detectives. All of the above detectives ordered Witness ќо lie on the ground 
with his hands visible. After verbally berating the detectives, Witness complied. 
Simultaneously, deputy personnel from Lakewood Sheriff Station arrived at the location. 
Detectives |. Brown, and Deputy Ay approached the Taurus. Detective 
pointed his firearm toward the Taurus to ensure there were no further threats. Detective 
HM and Detective Brown approached Suspect Butler and Witness Ш as they laid 
on the ground. After ensuring the vehicle was clear of additional threats, Detective 
handcuffed Suspect Butler and Detective Brown handcuffed Witness 
without further incident. After Witness] was handcuffed, Deputy Kevin Ау 
escorted Witness | to the backseat of his patrol vehicle. 


Detective I stood with Suspect Butler pending the arrival of medical personnel. 

Los Angeles County Fire Engine 31, under the supervision of Captain Laylor, arrived on 

scene and treated Suspect Butler for a gunshot wound to his left leg. Suspect Butler 

was transported to Saint Francis Hospital by rescue personnel for his injury. Witness 
was detained and transported to Lakewood Sheriff Station for an interview. 


Suspect Dillard ultimately telephoned the Lakewood Sheriff's Station and surrendered to 


responding Lakewood Deputies. Suspect Dillard was detained in front of Ж 
eee ee oar | As Deputy Kelly Barnes was responding to 
a deputy involved shooting she noticed Suspect Dillard standing on the north sidewalk 
of Somerset Boulevard with his hands in the air. As Deputy Barnes approached 
Suspect Dillard, he told Deputy Barnes “I’m here” and advised her he was an occupant 
of the Taurus [Exhibit A, page 14]. Suspect Dillard was detained. During a field show 
up, Suspect Dillard was identified by Detectives Brown and [as the front right 
passenger of the Taurus. Suspect Dillard was detained and booked at Lakewood 
Sheriffs Station for assault on a peace officer. 


Homicide Investigators Rodriguez and Ferguson arrived on scene and assumed 
command of the investigation. 


Homicide Detective Sergeants Domenick Recchia ИИ and John O'Brien ЯШ 


also assisted in the investigation by recovering evidence and scene documentation, 
[Exhibit A, pages 65-72]. The above detectives also coordinated search teams and 
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conducted numerous searches of the area in an effort to locate any items discarded by 
Suspect Dillard. Among the searches, Detectives utilized canine Deputy Brad Ғедег5 
canine (gun dog) “Fury”, to search the area. Detectives also directed Sheriff's 
Department's Aero Bureau to conduct two separate fly-overs to assist in locating 
evidence. At the conclusion of the searches, a firearm was not located or recovered. 


On February 24, 2016, Homicide Investigators authored a search warrant to search the 
suspect’s vehicle (2001 Ford Taurus, gold, four door, California license К 
The warrant was endorsed by the Honorable Judge Henry Barela of Los Angeles 
Superior Court East Los Angeles Court. On February 25, 2016, Homicide Detective’s 
Recchia and O’Brien, along with Firearms Examiner Tracy Peck conducted a 
complete ballistics’ examination of the Taurus. They were assisted by Forensic 
Identification Specialist Sue Baker # who took photographs and printed the 
vehicle. Criminalists James Nieman ЖШ and Celeste Trujillo ‘MEI conducted 
DNA examination of the vehicle. The above Forensic Identification Specialists 
documented their actions in their reports. See their reports, [Exhibit C]. 


PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 


All physical evidence was located and collected by Los Angeles County Sheriffs 
Department Homicide Bureau and Scientific Services Bureau personnel. A description 
of the evidence collected and where it was collected from was documented in [Exhibit 
A, pages 65-68]. Included as a permanent record within the IAB Case Book are 
compact discs containing aerial photographs of the scene, photographs of involved 
deputy personnel, and scene investigation photos [Exhibit A, CD]. 


DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S LETTER OF OPINION 


The Justice System Integrity Division (JSID) of the Los Angeles County District 
Attorney's Office reviewed the incident. In the letter of opinion dated November 1, 
2017, JSID concluded Detective ШШ and Detective Brown acted in lawful self- 
defense and defense of others when they used deadly force against Suspects Butler 
and Dillard [Exhibit О]. 


CHARGES FILED AND DISPOSITIONS 


Investigator Name: Homicide Bureau, Detective Michael Rodriguez iil 

Court: Compton Court 

Charges: The District Attorney filed two (2) felony counts of 245(c) PC, Assault on а 
Peace Officer against Suspect Butler. Charges were not filed against Suspect Dillard. 
[Exhibit A, page 185] 


DA Case: TA139484 [Exhibit A, page 180-184] 
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January 12, 2017, Suspect Butler was sentenced to one (1) year in state prison. 
[Exhibit E] 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEE AND WORK HISTORY 


EE Deputy Sheriff (Detective), ш 


Detective Division 

Operation Safe Streets Bureau 

Date of Employment as a Deputy: 

Date Assigned to Patrol/Compton Station: 
Date Completed Patrol Training: 

Prior Shooting Incident(s): 

Prior Founded Force Incidents: 


Equipment Worn On Person 


On February 20, 2016, Detective | was wearing a Class “А” uniform, including a 
Sam Browne duty belt. The equipment on his duty belt included: Duty weapon/holster, 
magazine case, handcuff case, radio radio/holster, and baton ring. 


Weapon used by Detective ЕН 


Detective [I fired ten rounds of the Department issued 9mm ammunition from his 
Department issued Smith & Wesson M&P semi-automatic pistol. Homicide 
Investigators Rodriguez and Ferguson retained the firearm for processing. They later 
released custody of the firearm to Forensic Identification Specialist Ryan Parker 

who subsequently booked the firearm into evidence for examination. 
Detective Ш = weapon was found to be functional. See Scientific Services 
Bureau's Test Fire and Function Check Report [Exhibit C]. A copy of the Detective 
ИННИ: training records, including range qualification scores and dates, were included 
with this casebook [Exhibit F]. 


Date last qualified: 
Date completed M&P Conversion 


IAB Note: Deputy Personnel are required to qualify every trimester. 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY Page 7 of 20 SH 2396335 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEE AND WORK HISTORY 
Curtis Е. Brown, Deputy Sheriff (Detective), НЕН 


Detective Division 

Operations Safe Streets Bureau November 04, 2014 
Date of Employment as a Deputy: August 4, 2004 
Date Assigned to Patrol/Compton 

Date Completed Patrol Training: 

Prior Shooting Incident(s): 

Prior Founded Force Incident(s): 


Equipment Worn On Person 


On February 20, 2016, Detective Brown was wearing a Class “A” uniform, including a 
Sam Browne duty belt. The equipment on his duty belt included: duty weapon/holster, 
magazine case, handcuff case and radio/holder. 


Weapon used by Detective Brown 


Detective Brown fired sixteen rounds of the Department issued 9mm ammunition from 
his Department issued Smith & Wesson M&P semi-automatic pistol. Homicide 
Investigators Rodriguez and Ferguson retained the firearm for processing. They later 
released custody of the firearm to Forensic Identification Specialist Ryan Parker 

who subsequently booked the firearm into evidence for examination. 
Detective Brown’s weapon was found to be functional. See Scientific Services 
Bureau's Test Fire and Function Check Report [Exhibit C]. A copy of the Detective 
Brown’s training records, including range qualification scores and dates, were included 
with this casebook, [Exhibit G]. 


Date last qualified: 

Date completed M&P Conversion 

DEPUTY PERSONNEL INJURIES 

Detective was transported to Kaiser Permanente Medical Center (9333 Imperial 


Highway, Downey) for medical treatment. Detective а treated for a contusion 
to his left leg and released. 
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SUSPECT INFORMATION (IN-CUSTODY) 


Deon Allen Butler - Male, black, DOB: December 30, 1981, 6'01"/ 195 Ibs. 


Cll ЕВ! бо | 


A criminal history query of Suspect Butler 


is included [Exhibit A, pages 92-130]. 


е Devarion Dillard - Male, black, DOB: January 30, 1982, 6'00” / 200 Ibs. 
A criminal history query of Suspect Dillard LETTS EE 
HE. Suspect Dillard's Criminal History query is included [Exhibit A, pages 


131-160]. 


WITNESS INFORMATION 


— Male, black, DOB: , 600” / 185 Ibs. 


query of Witness 


. Using Department resources, Witness 


was identified as a Neighborhood Piru and Bounty Hunter Gang associate. Witness 
Peas included [Exhibit A, pages 161-1781. 


SUSPECT INJURIES 


Suspect Dillard was transported and treated at Lakewood Regional Hospital (3700 E. 
South Street, Lakewood, CA. 90712) for a facial abrasion. Suspect Dillard was 
released after medical treatment. 


Suspect Butler was transported and treated at St. Francis Hospital (3630 E. Imperial 


Highway, Lynwood, CA. 90262) for a gunshot wound to his left leg. Suspect Butler was 
admitted to the hospital. 
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PROPERTY DAMAGE 


Twenty four (24) bullets stuck the gold 4 door Ford Taurus bearing CA license plate 
| causing bullet holes, broken windows, and damaged tires. 


One (1) bullet struck a silver 4 door Honda Accord bearing CA License plate 
, causing a bullet hole in the trunk. 


LIGHTING AND WEATHER CONDITIONS 

The incident occurred in J Block of Gundry Street in the City of Paramount at 
approximately 2135 hours. The weather was clear and cool. The source of illumination 
at the location were street lights, vehicle headlights, and flashlights. 

RADIO TRANSMISSIONS 

Internal Affairs Bureau Investigators reviewed SCC's certified copy of the radio traffic 
associated with the incident [Exhibit A, CD]. The following is a brief synopsis of those 
transmissions: 

DISPATCH CHANNEL - FEBRUARY 20, 2016 

2125 hours - Detective Brown advised SCC “10-33 Lakewood OSS 998” Gundry south 
of Somerset. Detective Brown requested 902R for suspect and advised one suspect 
ran north. No deputies were injured 

2126 hours - Detective Brown broadcasted one suspect outstanding described as a 
male black, red shirt, blue jeans and ran northwest on Somerset and all deputies 
accounted for. 

2126 hours - Unit 131S (supervisor) advised he is enroute. 

2127 hours - Unit 133 initiated containment of area. 


2128 hours - Detective Brown requested units to respond to Gundry Avenue to contain 
crime scene. 


2129 hours - Unit 136L ct | arrived on scene. 

2130 hours - Containment expanded. 

2132 hours - Unit 136B (Deputy Barnes) detained outstanding suspect. 

2133 hours - Unit 133 requested fire to stage at Orange Avenue/Somerset Boulevard. 


2134 hours - Oss Detectives requested to identify detained suspect. 
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2135 hours - Unit 136L requested fire to roll in and deputies advised fire will enter east 
on Somerset Boulevard to Gundry Avenue. 


2136 hours - Fire is 97 and suspect is positively identified by Detective Brown. 


2137 hours - Lakewood Station personnel requested a tactical channel and the north 
containment was ended. 


2138 hours - All units were requested to switch to A-Tac 4. 
LAKEWOOD STATION L-TAC - February 20, 2016 


2127 hours - Lakewood Station Desk Personnel advised all units outstanding suspect 
is on the phone with dispatch. 


2128 hours - Lakewood Desk advised suspect is on Orange Avenue/Somerset 
Boulevard. 


2129 hours - Lakewood Desk advised suspect is still on Orange Avenue/Somerset 
Boulevard wearing a blue shirt. 


2131 hours - Lakewood Desk advised female deputy detaining suspect. 
A-TAC 4 


Frequency A-Tac 3 was used by Lakewood Station personnel at the command post to 
coordinate their resources. 


SURVEILLANCE VIDEO 


During a canvass of the scene, Homicide Bureau investigators discovered surveillance 
video from two different locations [Exhibit A, pages 76-77]. 


One surveillance camera was located on the eaves of 

ШШШ Detectives contacted Mr. ES (MH. . Mr. [stated 
that the video camera was fake and did not work. 

The second surveillance camera was located аї' Ж auto repair, 


Detectives contacted owner EEE who told detectives 
that the video system was not functional. 
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HOMICIDE INTERVIEWS 


On February 21, 2016, the following witnesses were interviewed by Homicide 
Investigators Cooper, Biddle, Recchia, O’Brien, Rodriguez, and Ferguson. Their 
interviews were summarized in the Homicide Case Book. [Exhibit A] Witnesses I, 

„ШЕШ interviews were transcribed and placed as a permanent record within the 
IAB case file, as were Suspect Dillard and Butler. IAB investigators did not interview 
Witnesses| шш nor did they interview Suspects Dillard and Butler. ІАВ 
Investigators attempted to contact Suspects Butler and Dillard, and Witness ЕЕЕ ^! 
three declined to be interviewed by IAB investigators, however they were interviewed by 
Homicide Investigators. 


The following narratives are intended only as a summation of the actual interview(s). 
Additional information and the precise wording may be obtained by reviewing the 
digitally audio recorded interviews and attached transcriptions. 


Witness was interviewed by Homicide Detectives Cooper and Biddle. 
Witness told investigators she saw the gold Taurus followed by an unmarked 
police vehicle drive north on Gundry Avenue passing her residence. She heard several 


gun shots but did not witness any portion of the shooting. Refer to Homicide Book for 
further. [Exhibit A, page 63] 


Witness И was interviewed by Homicide Detectives Recchia and 
O'Brien. He told detectives he lived TT He 
heard a loud siren and noticed flashing lights outside his apartment. He walked out the 


front door to see what was happening on the street. Witness] noticed the gold 
Taurus drive north on Gundry Avenue with the driver and front right passenger's hand 
extended out of the window. He observed the Taurus stop and deputies contact the 
occupants. After hearing several gun shots, Witness БЕ laid on the ground. Refer 
to Homicide Book for further [Exhibit A, pages 75-76] 


Witness was interviewed by Homicide Detective Sergeants Howard 
Cooper and Richard Biddle ке Witness [J told investigators he was 
standing in a parking lot on Somerset Boulevard, next to Myhre Memorial Southern 
Baptist Church (7057 Somerset Boulevard, Paramount). After hearing a commotion 
coming from Gundry Avenue/Somerset Boulevard, he saw a male black run north 
across Somerset Boulevard. Witness [lJ saw the male carrying a black handgun and 
subsequently threw the handgun inside a fenced portion of the church. Refer to 
Homicide Book for further. [Exhibit A, page 54-55] A copy of Witness ШЕН 
transcribed interview is submitted with this investigation. 


Witness| was interviewed by Homicide Detective Sergeants Cooper and 
Biddle. Witness told investigators he observed the detectives following the gold 
Taurus. Witness followed the unmarked police vehicle at a safe distance until 
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the conclusion of the traffic stop. Witness J witnessed the deputy involved 
shooting. Refer to Homicide Book for further. [Exhibit A, page 61-63] 


Witness ШЕ was interviewed by Homicide Detective Sergeants Cooper and Biddle. 
After waiving his Miranda Rights, he agreed to speak to investigators. Witness 

told investigators he was in the Taurus with Suspect Butler and his brother Suspect 
Dillard. Witness И said detectives activated their sirens and lights on Myrrh 
Avenue. However, Suspect Butler refused to pull over. He along with Suspect Dillard 
urged Suspect Butler to stop, but Suspect Butler refused to listen. Suspect Dillard 
pulled in the driveway, but reversed because he realized he was not able to drive onto 
the driveway because of the fence. When this occurred, Witness [immediately 
heard gun shots. Suspect Butler than drove north on Gundry Avenue and collided with 
а саг. Witness] was not sure why Suspect Dillard ran, and claimed no one in the 
car had any firearms. Refer to Homicide Book for further. [Exhibit A, pages 55-58] A 
copy of Witness 5 transcribed interview is submitted with this investigation. 


Suspect Dillard was interviewed by Homicide Detectives Rodriguez and Ferguson. After 
being advised of his Miranda Rights, Suspect Dillard agreed to speak to the 
investigators. Suspect Dillard realized detectives were attempting to pull them over 
while they were travelling east on Myrrh Street, because detectives had activated their 
police lights and sirens. Suspect Dillard told Suspect Butler to pull over several times, 
but Suspect Butler ignored him and his response was mumbled and inaudible. Because 
he was worried about Suspect Butler's behavior, he raised his hands outside of the 
passenger window demonstrating a surrender position to detectives. Suspect Butler 
abruptly turned into a driveway, on the west side of Gundry Avenue. Suspect Butler put 
the vehicle in reverse and backed up іп a rapid manner, causing Suspect Dillard's body 
to move in a jerking motion. Suspect Dillard said he had his left hand on his cell phone 
and his right hand near the passenger side window. Suspect Butler drove north on 
Gundry and crashed into a parked car at the end of the cul-de-sac. After the collision 
Suspect Dillard ran across Somerset Boulevard, in a northwest direction for 
approximately 30 yards. Suspect Dillard stated he feared for his life, therefore he ran 
from the vehicle. He called 911 and surrendered to a deputy driving a marked patrol 
vehicle. Suspect Dillard denied possessing a firearm. Refer to Homicide Book for 
further. [Exhibit A, pages 49-50]. A сору of Suspect Dillard’s transcribed interview is 
submitted with this investigation. 


Suspect Butler was interviewed by Homicide Detective Rodriguez. Suspect Butler 
agreed to participate in an interview with Detective Rodriguez. Suspect Butler met 
Suspect Dillard and his brother, Witness ШЕШ at their house in the city of Paramount. 
They left the location and purchased alcohol and food at “Jack-in-the-Box.” He drove 
back towards Suspect Dillard’s residence on Gundry Avenue and immediately 
recognized detectives were attempting to pull him over on Mryhh Street and Gundry 
Avenue. Suspect Butler stated there was no place to pull over because the streets 
were lined with parked cars. Once he pulled the vehicle over he put it in park. He 
became nervous and backed out of the driveway at an idling speed. He began to back 
out faster once he heard gunfire directed in his direction. 
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He noticed detectives in uniform with their guns drawn but could not describe their 
actions. Once the vehicle was facing north, he drove toward the end of the cul-de-sac 
and collided into a park vehicle. He is unsure why Suspect Dillard exited the vehicle 
and ran away. Suspect Butler collapsed on the ground and was subsequently detained. 
Suspect Dillard denied, neither he nor did anyone else in the vehicle, possessed a 
firearm. Refer to Homicide Book for further. [Exhibit A, pages 13-15] A copy of 
Suspect Butler's transcribed interview is submitted with this investigation. 


CIVILIAN WITNESS STATEMENTS 


WITNESS 1 


IAB INTERVIEW 


On June 13, 2018, Witness ШЕШ was interviewed by IAB Investigators. The 
interview was audio recorded and transcribed. The following is a summary of the 
interview: 


Witness told IAB Investigators he is employed as aes) 
Part of his duties include a 


cting as an investigative resource for deputy 
and detective personnel conducting investigations in the | Witness 
HE said he has been employed in the since 2006 and has 


participated in over two hundred (200) ride a longs. On the night of the incident he 
participated in a ride along with Detectives БЕЙ (driver), (front passenger), 
Brown (rear passenger) and he was seated in the rear behind Detective Бі They 
were conducting saturation patrol and robbery investigation follow up in the City of 
Paramount. 


Witness EEE was wearing a dress shirt with tie, dress pants, and а tactical vest with 
a ШШ embroidered patch. The patch stood for While the 
Crown Victoria was behind the gold Taurus, Witness remembered 


thinking the 
driving pattern of the Taurus was abnormal. The slow speed made Witness ЕНІН 
believe the occupants were potentially going to run from the vehicle, or exit with a 
firearm. Then the Taurus violently stopped. Witness BE stated the vehicle hit the 
curb and he heard screeching sounds which indicated the driver stepped on the brake 
hard. He said within seconds Detective Brown, and ШШШехгес their vehicle 
and approached the Taurus. Witness was not able to see inside the Taurus 
due to the tinted windows and his positioning. Witness made his observations 
while seated behind the driver's seat of the Crown Victoria, parked approximately 
twenty to twenty five (20-25) feet away from the Taurus. Witness never exited 
the vehicle during the incident. 


Within seconds of the detectives approaching the vehicle he observed the Taurus 
reverse in a “whipping out” fashion toward Detectives [and Brown. Witness 
ШИЕ beard the vehicle reverse violently with the tires screeching and the engine 
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revving. To prevent being ran over, Detective pushed off the Taurus with his two 
arms extended. Almost simultaneously, Detectives and Brown started firing 
their duty weapons. Witness heard between ten to twenty (10-20) gunshots in 
rapid session. 


The Taurus stopped reversing and began to drive north. Detective ШШ centered 
the Crown Victoria and asked Witness ШЕШ if he was “OK.” Afterwards they 
proceed to drive toward the end of the cul-de-sac where the Taurus collided into a 
parked vehicle. Witness ЕН stated it took them less than fifteen seconds to arrive 
at the end of the cul-de-sac. /Лїпез5 did not know where Detectives Ibarra 
and Brown were at when they drove north on Gundry Avenue. 


Once they arrived at the cul-de-sac, he observed the passenger of the gold Taurus exit 
the vehicle and run onto Somerset Boulevard toward Orange Avenue. The driver of the 
Taurus exited the vehicle and fell to the ground. The rear passenger exited and yelled 
profanities at the detectives. Both occupants were ordered to lie on the ground and 
were subsequently handcuffed without incident. 


WITNESS EMPLOYEE ЕШШ 


HOMICIDE INTERVIEW 


On February 21, 2016, Detective ЖА was interviewed by Homicide Investigators 
Rodriguez and Ferguson. The interview was summarized in the Homicide Case Book 
[Exhibit A, pages 40-42]. The interview was transcribed and placed as a permanent 
record within the IAB case file. 


IAB INTERVIEW 


On June 25, 2018, Detective ШЕШ was interviewed by IAB Investigators. The interview 
was audio recorded and transcribed. The following is a summary of the interview: 


Detective [J told 1AB investigators he has been assigned to the gang unit since 
2009. Не told investigators he has worked with Detectives [Mand Brown for many 
years at the gang unit and in patrol in the City of Compton. Crime Analyst ШЕ has 
worked with him for several years providing him, Detective], and Detective 
Brown with intelligence regarding gang members in Lakewood Sheriff's Station patrol 
area. 


Detective И stated his attention was drawn toward the Taurus because of the odd 
driving behavior. Detective [J stated the Taurus was not involved іп any criminal 
activity when the Taurus caught their attention. Suspect Butler veered the Taurus to the 
tight of the roadway and proceeded to drive back into the middle of the road. Witness 
BE stated this type of behavior is usually committed by individuals trying to avoid law 
enforcement contact. Suspect Butler drove the Taurus in to a gang area. The “Gundry 
Block Crips,” congregate in the area where Suspect Butler drove toward. Witness 
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HEM stated they contacted the occupants of the Taurus during a traffic stop less than а 
minute after he noticed them on Orange Avenue/Alondra Boulevard. 


Witness [stated once the vehicle pulled west into the driveway, Detective ШЕН 
агкеа the Crown Victoria angled perpendicular to the right of the Taurus. Detective 
did this due to the cars parked along the street which prevented him from 
parking directly behind the Taurus. Based on their past experiences of working 
together, they formulated a contact plan of Detective contacting the driver, 
Detective Brown broadcasting radio transmissions, and him contacting the passenger. 
Witness ШЕШЕ would stay in the Crown Victoria. 


Witness [J stated it took him several seconds and approximately twenty (20) feet to 
get to the front of the Taurus from the Crown Victoria. When Witness illuminated 
the interior of the vehicle he saw Suspect Dillard manipulate a firearm he described as a 
black semi auto handgun similar to а Smith and Wesson M&P. Witness | warned 
his partners and immediately yelled “gun.” Witness stated he did not know 
exactly where his partners were, but believed Detective Brown was in the area between 
the Crown Victoria and Taurus. 


Detective Ш stated the Taurus immediately reversed as һе got to the front of the 
vehicle. As the Taurus reversed he attempted to get out of the way, but was not fast 
enough to do so, and the Taurus struck his right leg. Simultaneously, Detective ЕШ 
heard gunshots, but was not sure who was shooting because he was focusing on 
getting out of the path of the Taurus. Detective did not believe the shooting was 
coming from the occupants of the Taurus because as the Taurus reversed, it jerked 
Suspect Dillard backward causing the firearm to land on the dashboard of the vehicle. 


The Taurus drove north and crashed into another car. Detective ггг north toward 
the vehicle along with Detective Brown. He noticed Detective Brown broadcast 
emergent radio traffic. He estimated the Taurus was approximately one hundred (100) 
yards north of his location and it took him approximately fifteen (15) seconds to arrive at 
the location where the Taurus crashed. As he ran north he saw a male run from the car 
consistent with a person running with a gun. Detective [described that motion as 
someone running while holding their waistband. Once they arrived, they ordered the 
remaining suspects out of the vehicle. Suspect Butler exited and was handcuffed by 
Detective Detective Brown handcuffed Witness} Detective Brown 
requested medical treatment for the suspects. 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEE CURTIS BROWN 
Homicide Interview 
On February 21, 2016, Detective Brown, was interviewed by Homicide Investigators 


Rodriguez and Ferguson. The interview was summarized in the Homicide Case Book 
[Exhibit A, pages 45-48]. The interview was transcribed and included with this case. 
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Homicide Round Count 


On February 21, 2016, Homicide Investigators Rodriguez and Ferguson conducted a 
round count of Detective Brown's firearm, Smith & Wesson M&P (serial #НАБ@ а! 
Lakewood Sheriff's Station. The handgun was loaded with one (1) round in the 
magazine and one round in the chamber for a total of two (2) rounds. Detective Brown 
told Homicide Investigators he routinely carried his handgun with 17 rounds in the 
magazine and one round in the chamber for a total of 18 rounds. 


IAB Interview 


On July 10, 2018, Detective Brown was interviewed by IAB Investigators. The interview 
was audio recorded and transcribed. The following is a summary of the interview: 


Detective Brown said his attention was drawn to a gold Taurus because of the high rate 
of speed and erratic driving. Detective Brown stated the Taurus was traveling 
approximately forty five (45) to fifty five (55) miles an hour in a thirty five miles an hour 
zone. Detective Brown also stated the Taurus’ windows were tinted. As the Taurus 
traveled on Gundry Avenue it braked several times, causing Detective Brown to think 
the driver was intoxicated, or the occupants were attempting to hide contraband. 


The Taurus made a left turn into a westbound driveway and parked. Detective Brown 
stated he knew the car parked because the brake lights were no longer activated. He 
estimated Detective parked approximately twenty (20) to twenty five (25) feet 
behind the Taurus. He described the positioning of the Crown Victoria to the Taurus, 
like a “Т.” As the Detectives approached the Taurus their emergency lights were still 
activated. The detectives exited their vehicle and approached the Taurus. Detective 
Brown was standing with his duty weapon out in the middle of Gundry Avenue 
approximately ten (10) feet away from the Taurus. Detective гәс in front of him 
and Detective was on the driver side of the Taurus. 


Detective 5 body to land on top of the hood of the vehicle, while Detective 
simultaneously yelled “gun.” Detective Brown has been partnered with Detective 

for long period of time. When Detective [yelled “gun,” Detective Brown's state of 
mind was a gun was in the vehicle and someone was going to use the gun against 
them. 


Within seconds of approaching the Taurus, it reversed in a southeast direction, тн 


As the vehicle reversed toward him, Detective Brown took several steps back to avoid 
being ran over by the Taurus. As the Taurus continued to reverse it eventually 
paralleled Detective Brown at the passenger window. He stood five (5) to seven (7) feet 
away from the Taurus and was positioned between the front passenger and rear 
passenger door. He saw Suspect Dillard seated in the front passenger seat raise a 
black semi-automatic handgun. Fearing for his life and the life of Detective ЕЕЕ he 
began shooting while the Taurus was reversing toward Detective [fs direction. 
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Detective Brown stated at the time he fired his weapon, Detective [I was quickly 
moving backwards behind him to the north, and Detective ШЕШЕЙ was to the south of 
him. Because Detective Brown knew Detective ШЕШ was on the opposite side of him, 
he directed his shots in a downward motion toward Suspect Butler and Suspect Dillard. 
Detective Brown stated if his rounds were going to miss they would go toward the 
bottom of the vehicle near the transmission of the Taurus. Detective Brown stated his 
backdrop of his shooting would have been the bottom of the Taurus or ground. 
Detective Brown stated he continued to fire his duty weapon at the Taurus until it was 
no longer a threat to him and Detectives [J and Brown. 


As the Taurus drove north, Detective Brown broadcasted emergent radio traffic. The 
Taurus eventually crashed into a parked vehicle at the end of the cul-de-sac. He ran 
toward the Taurus along with Detective ШЕШЕ while Detective ШЕ drove the Crown 
Victoria toward the crash site. 


Detective ШИ arrived at the location first, and Detective Brown and ШЕ utilized 
the Crown Victoria for cover. Just prior to their arrival, Suspect Dillard exited the vehicle 
and ran west on Somerset Boulevard. Detective Brown said Suspect Dillard clenched 
his waistband while he ran. According to Detective Brown his motion is indicative of 
someone with a firearm, based on his training. Shortly after, Deputy Ay along with 
deputy personnel from Lakewood Station arrived at their location. Detectives gave 
verbal commands to Suspect Butler and Witness [to lie on the ground. Once they 
complied, Detective Brown approached Witness ШЕШЕ with Deputy Ay and handcuffed 
him. Detective Brown requested medical aid for Suspect Butler. Detective Brown 
stated a crowd of on-lookers began to form around them and Suspect Dillard was not in 
custody yet, therefore they could not have provided medical aid to Suspect Dillard. 


IAB investigators presented Detective Brown an overhead photograph of the shooting 
scene [Exhibit H] for visual reference. 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEE ЕКЕН 


Homicide Interview 


On February 21, 2016, Detective ШИ у/г5 interviewed by Homicide Investigators 
Rodriguez and Ferguson. The interview was summarized in the Homicide Case Book 
[Exhibit A, pages 42-45]. The interview was transcribed and included with this case. 


Homicide Round Count 


On February 21, 2016, Homicide Investigators Rodriguez and Ferguson conducted a 
round count of Detective ЖШ» firearm, Smith & Wesson МАР (serial #НРК 8) at 
Lakewood Sheriffs Station. The handgun was loaded with five (5) rounds in the 
magazine and one (1) round in the chamber for a total of six (6) rounds. Detective 
Brown told Homicide Investigators he routinely carried his handgun with 17 rounds in 
the magazine and one round in the chamber for a total of 18 rounds. 
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IAB Interview 


On July 10, 2018, Detective ШИН was interviewed by IAB Investigators. The 
interview was audio recorded and transcribed. The following is a summary of the 
interview: 


Detective [J told IAB investigators his attention was drawn toward the Taurus 
because of the high rate of speed approximately forty five (45) miles an hour and 
Suspect Butler was not wearing his seatbelt. As the Taurus traveled north on Orange it 
went back and forth, side to side, as though someone was arguing in the vehicle. 
Suspect Butler slowed the Taurus to about five (5) miles per hour and pretended to pull 
over several times. As the vehicle proceeded east on Myrrh Street, Detective ШЕН 
activated his lights and sirens, but Suspect Butler did not stop the Taurus. He 
continued to follow the Taurus for approximately one and a half (1 %) blocks, and 
approximately thirty (30) seconds to no more than a minute. The Taurus proceeded to 
drive north on Gundry Avenue and west into a driveway of a residence. Detective 
HMM stated the Taurus, could have only pulled over in a driveway or in the middle of 
the street because both curbs were lined with parked vehicles. 


Once the Taurus was parked, he along with Detectives  ШИапс Brown approached 
the vehicle. Detective ШЕН stated Detective [was in front of Detective Brown 
on the passenger side of the Taurus. Within seconds, Detective Ш was standing 
approximately two (2) feet from the vehicle. He saw Suspect Butler look in his direction 
over his right shoulder, in the direction of Detectives and Brown and then 
reversed the Taurus. 


The Taurus reversed in a way which caused the front end of the vehicle to swing out, 
causing Detective Ш to push off the front end of the car. Simultaneously, he heard 
Detective Ш yell “gun” although Detective III did not see a gun in the car. It 
appeared to Detective ШШ that Detective [J was doing “push ups” off the car to 
avoid being sucked underneath the car. Because the Taurus continued to reverse іп а 
sideway manner, Detective ШШ believed the vehicle was going to knock Detective 
ШИШ and Brown over. After knocking them over, he believed the Taurus would have 
ran them over. Fearing for their lives, Detective [EEE fired his weapon toward the 
driver, Suspect Butler. 


Detective И stated he fired his weapon at a downward trajectory directly at 
Suspect Butler, through the driver's side window. Detective last remembered 
seeing Detective [J doing a “push ups” motion on the Taurus, and at the time he 
began shooting he did not know where Detective [lJ was. He did not believe 
Detective БЕ-ге Brown were in his line of fire. Since Detective Ш was 
approximately two (2) feet from the Taurus he stated the only backdrop was the suspect 
inside the vehicle. Detective [J stated he started to fire when he was standing 
near the front driver's door. Detective ШЕШІ stated he continued to shoot at the 
Taurus, and wasn’t sure if anyone else was shooting. 
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Detective ШИ stated the vehicle drove north and crashed into a vehicle at the end of 
the cul-de-sac. He returned to the Crown Victoria and proceeded to drive north. While 
in the Crown Victoria he saw Detective J and Brown run north on Gundry Avenue. 
He stopped the Crown Victoria approximately ten (10) feet away from the Taurus. 
Detective [J and Brown were to his right. 


Detective ШИН stated Suspect Butler fell out of the Taurus and landed оп the ground. 
He ordered Suspect Butler to crawl toward him and he complied. Witness 
ШИ ео the rear passenger and started to yell expletives at Detective 

Although Witness was verbally offensive, he physically complied with orders from 
the detectives. Suspect Butler and Witness il were eventually handcuffed. 
Lakewood Sheriff Station personnel began to arrive on scene to provide assistance. 
Paramedics also arrived on scene and rendered medical aid to Suspect Butler. 
Detective [stated he was not able to render medical aid because there was still 
outstanding suspects and an unruly crowd forming. 


IAB investigators presented Detective [J an overhead photograph of the shooting 
scene [Exhibit H] for visual reference. 
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